
Why We Don’t Celebrate Easter, Part 2B: Where Does the Name “Easter” 
Come From? 
 
 

I. Recap from Acts 12:4 and the erroneous insertion of the word 
“Easter” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  1 Samuel 15:1-23 (Insights from Saul’s disobedience) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. The origin of the name “Easter” 
 

- Venerable Bede: “Eosturmonath has a name which is now translated 
"Paschal month", and which was once called after a goddess of theirs 



named Eostre, in whose honour feasts were celebrated in that month. 
Now they designate that Paschal season by her name, calling the 
joys of the new rite by the time-honoured name of the old 
observance.” (Venerable Bede, translated into English by Faith 
Wallis, Bede: The Reckoning of Time. Liverpool University Press, 
1999).  

 
- Why did the Catholics keep Easter’s name but change the focus? 

“Many scholars believe that Easter had its origins as an early 
Anglo-Saxon festival that celebrated the goddess Eastre, and the 
coming of spring, in a sense a resurrection of nature after winter,” 
Carole Levin, Professor of History and Director of the Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies Program at the University of Nebraska, tells 
TIME in an email. “Some Christian missionaries hoped that 
celebrating Christian holy days at the same times as pagan 
festivals would encourage conversion, especially if some of the 
symbols carried over.” (Dr. Carole Levin, University of Nebraska 
Professor of History and Medieval and Renaissance Studies Director; 
http://time.com/4732984/easter-eggs-history-origins/)  

 
 

 

Easter : The Biblical Connection 
 
Hebrew Old Testament refers to Easter as “Ashtoreth,” but the Greek Old 
Testament refers to “Easter” as “Astarte.” So, in a sense, Easter is in the 
Bible, though she isn’t known as “Easter” but rather, by other names.  
 
 
 

http://time.com/4732984/easter-eggs-history-origins/


Source #1: Patti Wigington, “Who is Astarte?” ThoughtCo. 
(https://www.thoughtco.com/who-is-astarte-2561500):  
 
“A deity of fertility and sexuality, Astarte eventually evolved into the Greek 
Aphrodite thanks to her role as a goddess of sexual love. Interestingly, in 
her earlier forms, she also appears as a warrior goddess, and eventually 
was celebrated as Artemis.”  
 
Note: Artemis was the Greek equivalent of the Roman goddess Diana. 
You’ve heard this name, and we’ll get into the biblical research on Diana 
below.  
 
 
1894 French Prayer to Astarte by Pierre Louys in his volume, Songs of 
Bilitis:  
 
Mother inexhaustible and incorruptible, 
Creatures, born the first, engendered by thyself and by thyself conceived, 
Issue of thyself alone and seeking joy within thyself, Astarte! Oh! 
Perpetually fertilized, virgin and nurse of all that is, 
Chaste and lascivious, pure and revelling, ineffable, nocturnal, sweet, 
Breather of fire, foam of the sea! 
Thou who accordest grace in secret, 
Thou who unitest, 
Thou who lovest, 
Thou who seizest with furious desire the multiplied races of savage beasts 
And couplest the sexes in the wood. 
Oh, irresistible Astarte! 
Hear me, take me, possess me, oh, Moon! 
And thirteen times each year draw from my womb the sweet libation of my 
blood! 
 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/who-is-astarte-2561500


 
 
 
 
Source #2: “Astarte: Bible” by Susan Ackerman, Jewish Women’s 
Archive (https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/astarte-bible):  
 
“Astarte is the Greek form of the name Ashtart, who, along with Asherah 
and Anath, was one of the three great goddesses of the Canaanite 
pantheon. In Canaanite religion she was associated primarily with love and 
fertility, playing the role of divine courtesan, for example, in mythological 
texts from the Late Bronze Age (c.155-1200 B.C.E.) city-state of Ugarit (in 
western Syria). Texts from the middle and late first millennium B.C.E., by 
equating Astate with the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite, further indicate 
Astarte’s character as a goddess of sexual love. In biblical Hebrew the 
noun astarot (pronounced ash-ta-rote), derived from the divine name 
Ashtart/Astarte, means “increase, progeny,” an indication of Astarte’s 
fertility functions. Also, in Egypt Astarte is known as a goddess of fertility, 
as she, along with Anath, is called one of “the great goddesses who 
conceive but do not bear.” 
 
Although they are not as well known as her fertility characteristics, Astarte 
also has associations with war, shown in several Egyptian representations 
in which she carries weapons of war and in descriptions in both Egyptian 
and Ugaritic texts that characterize her as a warrior goddess. In 1 Sam 
31:10, the armor of the dead King Saul is taken by the Philistines to the 
temple of Astarte, and this may further indicate the goddess’s warrior 
characteristics. Moreover, Astarte, like both her Greek counterpart 
Aphrodite and her Mesopotamian equivalent, the goddess Ishtar, has 
astral features. She is labeled the “lady of heaven” in several 
second-millennium b.c.e. Egyptian texts, and in the first-millennium b.c.e. 
inscription of Eshmunazor, she is called “Astarte of the highest heavens.” In 
Phoenician Sidon, the city most associated with the goddess’s cult (see 

https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/astarte-bible


Judg 10:6; 1 Kgs 11:5, 33; 2 Kgs 23:13), her sacred precinct is called 
“highest heavens.” Phoenician sources also report Astarte’s identification 
with Venus, the morning and evening star. 
In the Hebrew Bible the worship of Astarte is repeatedly condemned: twice 
in Judges the Israelites are punished for straying after the god Baal and 
“the Astartes” (Judg 2:13–14; 10:6–7); the people are similarly castigated 
for Astarte worship twice in 1 Samuel (7:3–4; 12:10); Solomon is thrice 
criticized for introducing the cult of Astarte into Jerusalem during his tenure 
as king (1 Kgs 11:5, 33; 2 Kgs 23:13); Jeremiah castigates the people for 
making offerings to the queen of heaven, a goddess who most probably 
represents a syncretism of Canaanite Astarte and Mesopotamian 
Ishtar (Jer 7:18; 44:17–19, 28).” 
 
Note: The Jewish Women’s Archive says that Ishtar was the Mesopotamian 
(Babylonian, Assyrian, etc.) counterpart of Astarte; the Encyclopedia 
Britannica confirms this: “Ishtar, (Akkadian), Sumerian Inanna, in 
Mesopotamian religion, goddess of war and sexual love. Ishtar is the 
Akkadian counterpart of the West Semitic goddess Astarte.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source #3: Johanna H. Stuckey, Religious Studies Professor Emerita, 
York University, “The Great Goddesses of the Levant” 
(http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/gdc/ssea/vol30/stuckey%20levant.pdf, PDF 
download):  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ishtar-Mesopotamian-goddess#ref216717
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/gdc/ssea/vol30/stuckey%20levant.pdf


 
“Her name was written as Athtart, ‘ttrt, and appears forty-six times in 
Ugaritic texts...These texts hold the goddess up as a model of beauty 
(Coogan 1978: 61,65) and usually associate her closely with Baal, often 
designating her “Name-of-Baal” or, as Coogan puts it, “Baal’s Other Self” 
(Coogan 1978: 74, 116). When she speaks, it is to support Baal (Coogan 
1978: 89)...Nevertheless, her name occurs quite often in the cultic 
material, which makes clear that she had an important, if not central 
place in ritual and sacrifice (Olmo Lete 1999: 71; Perlman 1978: Chapter 
4; Tarragon 1980).” 
 
Section 1: “Astarte Plaques”  (Johanna Stuckey, “The Great Goddesses of 
the Levant”) 
 
“Astarte plaques,” as they are called, are clay artifacts dating to Late 
Bronze Age (about1550-1200/1150 BCE) and have been unearthed in 
large numbers. Typically, they take the form of a flat oval of clay “bearing 
the impress (from a pottery of [sic] metal mold)” of a naked female figure 
standing in what seems to be a doorway (Patai 1990: 59). As she is 
depicted on a plaque from Beth Shemesh in Israel, she often holds 
plants in outstretched arms and wears Hathor locks (Patai 1990: Plate 
13). An ornate version from the same site in Israel shows her holding 
and festooned in plants or, possibly, snakes (Patai 1990: Plate 12). 
These images may picture Astarte, but they could be of another goddess 
all together. The Astarte plaques disappeared in the southern Levant by the 
early Iron Age about 1200 BCE, the period to which the emergence of the 
Israelites is usually assigned (Keel and Uehlinger 1998: 97-108; Finkelstein 
1988: 352; Tadmor 1982: 171-172).” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Section 2: Astarte of the Two Horns (Stuckey’s “The Great Goddesses of 
the Levant” 
 
“The Hebrew form of Astarte’s name ashtereth, which occurs only three 
times in the Hebrew Bible, resulted from the deliberate replacement of the 
vowels in the last two syllables of the goddess’s name with the vowels from 
the Hebrew noun bosheth, “shame” (Day 2000: 128; Buttrick 1990: I, 255; 
Holladay 1987: 242-243, note 40). The plural ashteroth, meaning 
“Astartes,” is a normal Hebrew form. In statements about Canaanite 
religion, the Biblical texts often couple the ashteroth, “the Astartes” 
with the baalim, “the Baals,” an indication that the writers knew that 
many local versions of these deities existed. This repeated connection 
of Astarte and Baal has led some to conclude that Astarte was Baal’s 
consort (Day 2000: 131; Patai 1990: 57). If she were his consort, she too 
should have associations with fertility. According to Patai, the “original 
meaning of the name Astarte (‘Ashtoreth) was ‘womb’ or ‘that which 
issues from the womb,’” an appropriate title for a fertility goddess 
(Patai 1990: 57). He cites several passages in Deuteronomy that use 
the phrase “the ‘ashtaroth of your flock,” the word ashteroth being 
translated “the young” (Day 2000: 131). He remarks that it normally 
occurs in parallel with the phrase “the increase of your kine” (Patai 
1990: 302, note 24). The appearance of the goddess’s name in a 
context JSSEA 30 (2003) 139 referring to fertility probably indicates 
that the phrase is “a hangover” from a time when Astarte was 
responsible for the fecundity of sheep (Day 2000: 132; Delcor 1974: 9). 
Astarte’s name also occurs in the Hebrew Bible as part of a place 
name, Ashteroth Karnaim, karnaim meaning “of the two horns” 
(Genesis 14: 5). Ashteroth Karnaim may be the “full old name of the 



city” Ashtaroth (Patai 1990: 57), the home of one of the legendary, “giant” 
kings of Canaan and later “one of the Israelite cities of refuge” (Buttrick 
1991: I, 254, 255). The city was probably a cult centre where Astarte 
was worshipped as a twohorned deity. In support of this suggestion, 
Patai points to at least one female figurine, represented by a mould from 
the cult site of Nahariyah in Israel, that depicts a goddess with two horns, 
discussed above. Dated between the eighteenth and the sixteenth 
centuries BCE, the mould shows a naked goddess in a high, conical hat 
and with two horns, one protruding from each side of her head (Patai 1990: 
57, Plate 9).” 
 
 
 
 
 
 


